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this campaign : (a) it may support our diplomacy
in endeavouring to detach Bulgaria from the
Central Powers, (b) it may serve as a cover to
Greece and prevent the Germans from reaching
it and gathering fresh resources in men and
submarine bases and lairs on the Greek coast and
islands.

With our present forces on that front I consider
a real threat to Bulgaria out of the question. The
strategic geographical position in Central Europe
is such that the Balkan Front should either be one
of our most formidable in men and guns or should
be left alone altogether. Any middle course such
as we have adopted is either futile or dangerous. . . .

The question for immediate consideration of the
Foreign Office is whether the detachment of
Bulgaria is possible : if it can be and is brought
about the Salonika campaign would not remain
as a further addition to our list of failures. And a
Bulgaria which is not only powerful and nationally
satisfied but which has played Germany false at
the most critical stage of the War will be a great
factor in the future settlement of the Balkans, quite
apart from the immediate military advantages. If
possible the effort should be made. If not, then I
can only advise a change of our plans, and our
retirement from this front in such stages as will not
endanger the position of our Allies who will remain
on the contracted front. The Balkan situation has
now become primarily a diplomatic one, and our
military policy should be revised accordingly.

Next in importance to the detachment of Bulgaria
from Central Europe would be the detachment of
Turkey which might become feasible if the Russian
Government would definitely waive their rights
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